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Great series for 2nd & 
3rd graders: 

Magic Tree House (but 
we need to get 
them to move on 
from that) 

The World According to 
Humphrey by 
Betty G. Birney 
(This is the first 
book.) 

The Bone Books by Jeff 
Smith 

Stink series by Megan 
McDonald (he’s 
the brother to 
Judy) 

Judy Moody by Megan 
McDonald  

How to Raise a Reader 
Why? 
 Do you know that we have a generation that is 
spending more time gaming, watching TV, playing on the 
Internet, than we have reading?  I asked some students 
why they don’t read when in fact they are good readers.  
They told me that there are too many other fun things to 
do rather than read.  Yikes!  If you don’t read, you won’t 
get better at reading.  Reading is the number one skill 
needed to be successful in school.  You read in EVERY 
subject.  Your child will have to read for their future 
career no matter what he/she chooses to do.   Does your 
child want to drive someday?  Need to be able to read.  I 
could go on and on about why your child needs to read, but 
I bet you know this already.   
 Want your child to be a better reader?  10 ways to 
do so is to read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read, 
read, and read.  If you don’t read, you will not get better.   
 This is a great time to start a habit too.  It’s a new 
year.  New year?  New routine.  It’s their birthday?  New 
routine.  Now you get to go to bed a little later and start 
a new routine.  Anything to get your child to read! 

How? 

 So how do you get your child to read?  Number 

one thing is to make it a part of his/her daily schedule.  

For example...If bedtime is at 8:30, have the bedtime 

routine start 45 minutes before that.  Then 

there is about 15 minutes to do what is 

needed (brush teeth, choose clothes for the 

next day, get snack read, etc.) and 30 

minutes to read.  Can’t read at night?  How about 

making it part of the morning  routine or right after 

school, before dinner, after dinner (you get the idea).   



So my child liked…, so try this…. 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid...so try Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan 

Sonnenblick 

Captain Underpants...so try The 13-Story Treehouse by Andy Griffiths   

Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing...so try any book by Andrew Clements 

Harry Potter...so try Charlie Bone 

Percy Jackson...so try The Brotherband Chronicles by: John Flanagan 

The Princess Diaries...so try Enchanted Series by  Gail Carson Levine  

Interested in Robin Hood?  Try Ranger’s Apprentice by: John Flanagan 

Interested in Peter Pan?  Try Peter and the Starcatchers  by Ridley Pearson 

& Dave Barry 

Like mysteries?  Try the 39 Clues series! 

Need more book ideas?  Send an email to me (ahenning@antioch34.com) telling me what books your 
child has enjoyed.  Don’t like any?  I bet his/her teacher read a book aloud that your child enjoyed.  

Great series for 4th & 

5th graders: 
Magnus Chase and the Gods 

of Asgard by Rick 
Riordin (same author 

from the Percy 

Jackson series) 

The Unwanteds by Lisa 

McMann  

Animorphs by K.A. 

Applegate 

Alex Rider Series by 

Anthony Horowitz  

Artemis Fowl Series by Eoin 

Colfer  

Warriors Series by Erin 

Hunter 

Uh oh… 
 So your child isn’t “into” reading.  Now what?  Well there are a few tricks.  Try one of 
these...or try all of these! 
 Read with your child.  Read the whole book or just start it with him/her.  Read half of the 

book.  Then let the child finish it on his/her own.  Great bonding time!  Plus you get to read 
a great book as well! 

 Listen to the book on audio.  Libraries have many on CD.  I download a lot of book using 
My Media Mall or Hoopla (both free from the library).  Then I use my Bluetooth to listen to 
it in the car.  Again, maybe start the book on audio, halfway through have your child switch 
the printed version.   

 Choice is huge!  But this doesn’t mean that there is always a  choice.  Students could 
choose one, parents could choose one.  Parents-if you’re choosing a book above your child’s 
level, see the tips above.   

 Watch a movie with closed captioning.  It takes a little time to get used to 
it, but it’s amazing what you learn watching it that way.  Want to convince 
them to watch it like this?  Well, when people are laughing you can still “hear” 
what is going on.  You can catch all of the words.  Does your child like to sing 
along?  Closed captioning is the sing-along version!   

 Read a variety of materials...fiction, nonfiction, poetry, almanacs, magazines, the comics, 
etc.  JUST READ! 


